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ABSTRACT. We study diophantine properties of a typical point with respect
to measures on R™. Namely, we identify geometric conditions on a measure
p on R™ guaranteeing that p-almost every y € R™ is not very well multi-
plicatively approximable by rationals. Measures satisfying our conditions
are called ‘friendly’. Examples include smooth measures on nondegenerate
manifolds, thus the present paper generalizes the main result of [KM]. An-
other class of examples is given by measures supported on self-similar sets
satisfying the open set condition, as well as their products and pushforwards
by certain smooth maps.

1. INTRODUCTION

The metric theory of diophantine approximation is concerned with the fol-
lowing question: if y € R” is a typical point in the sense of Lebesgue measure,
how well can y be approximated by rational vectors p/q, in terms of the size
of ¢q. Definitive answers to this and similar questions were obtained in work
of A. Khintchine, A.V. Groshev and others in the 1920s and 1930s. A con-
jecture of K. Mahler from the 1930s, which was settled three decades later
by V. Sprindzuk, led to the theory of diophantine approximation on mani-
folds, where instead of studying diophantine properties of almost every point
in R", one considers a more delicate question regarding diophantine properties
of almost every point on a proper submanifold of this space.

In order to state more precisely Mahler’s conjecture, as well as the results
of G.A. Margulis and the first-named author [KM] which were the starting
point for this work, we introduce some standard notions from the theory of
diophantine approximation.

A point y € R” is said to be very well approximable if for some ¢ > 0 there
are infinitely many solutions p € Z" and q € Z to the inequality

(L
(1.1) lgy — pll < ¢+

A slightly less restrictive notion than very well approximable is the following: a
pointy = (y1,...,yn) € R is said to be very well multiplicatively approrimable

if for some § > 0 there are infinitely many solutions p = (p1,...,p,) € Z" and
q € Z_|_ to

n
(1.2) [T layi = mil < g+

i=1

It is an immediate consequence of the pigeonhole principle that there exists
C > 0 such that for any y there are infinitely many solutions to ||gy — p|| <
Cq~'/™. Tt is also well-known that the set of very well approximable points
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has Lebesgue measure zero but full Hausdorff dimension, and the same is true
for the set of very well multiplicatively approximable points.
Mabhler conjectured that for almost every x € R, the point

(1.3) (z,2%,...,2")

is not very well approximable. More generally, we shall say that a submanifold
M C R" is extremal if almost every point on M (with respect to the smooth
measure class) is not very well approximable. If almost every point on M
is not very well multiplicatively approximable then M is said to be strongly
extremal. In these terms, Mahler’s conjecture, proved by Sprindzuk in 1964
(see [Spl]) states that the algebraic curve (1.3) is extremal. The line

{(z,z,...,x) 1z € R}

on the other hand is easily seen to be non-extremal.

In [KM] it was shown that nondegenerate submanifolds of R" (see §2 for
a definition; an example is any real analytic submanifold not contained in
any proper affine subspace of R") are strongly extremal, thereby settling a
conjecture of Sprindzuk [Sp2].

In the present paper the primary objects of study are not submanifolds but
measures. We say that a measure y on R" is extremal (resp., strongly extremal)
if p-almost every point is not very well approximable (resp., not very well
multiplicatively approximable). This viewpoint is more general, and includes
the discussion of submanifolds as a special case: by definition, a submanifold
M is extremal (resp., strongly extremal) if and only if the induced Riemannian
measure on M (considered as a measure on R") is extremal (resp., strongly
extremal).

In [W1], the third-named author treated the one-dimensional case, and
showed that any measure 4 on R satisfying a certain geometric decay con-
dition introduced by W. Veech [V] (for example, the Hausdorff measure on the
standard Cantor ternary set) is extremal (which in the one-dimensional case is
equivalent to being strongly extremal). We refer the reader to [W2] for further
discussion. Since rational points in the higher dimensional case are distributed
much less regularly than in the one-dimensional case, the multi-dimensional
case we address here is harder.

In this paper we identify purely geometric conditions on measures which are
sufficient to guarantee strong extremality. Measures that satisfy our condi-
tions are called friendly measures (a somewhat fuzzy abbreviation of Federer,
nonplanar and decaying); these conditions are defined in §2, and our main
result is

Theorem 1.1. Let u be a friendly measure on R*. Then p is strongly ez-
tremal.

The class of friendly measures includes volume measures on smooth mani-
folds considered in [KM], thus the above theorem generalizes the main result
of that paper.

Various measures supported on fractal subsets of R” are also friendly, for
instance (these are all special cases of more general results stated in §2):
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e Hausdorff measures on self-similar sets satisfying the open set condi-
tion (such as the Cantor set, Koch snowflake or Sierpinski gasket),
provided that the set is not contained in the union of finitely many
proper hyperplanes;

e pushforwards of such measures by nonsingular nondegenerate maps.

The class of friendly measures is also closed with respect to products of mea-
sures, giving rise to further examples.

Our results also yield new information for fractal subsets of the real line.
Namely, the extremality of the pushforward of a friendly measure on R by
the map (1.3) can be rephrased in terms of approximation of real numbers
by algebraic numbers, and it follows that almost all numbers with respect
to any friendly measure on R (in particular, almost all numbers in the Can-
tor ternary set) are ‘not very well approximable by algebraic numbers’. See
Proposition 7.10 for a precise statement.

Overview: We start in §2 by defining and describing the class of friendly
measures. We also review some basic facts about self-similar sets, and give
precise statements of our results.

In §§3-5 we prove Theorem 1.1. Our proof follows the method developed
in [KM]. This involves translating the diophantine properties we are inter-
ested in to properties of trajectories for the action of a semigroup of diagonal
matrices on the noncompact homogeneous space SL;,11(R)/SL,+1(Z). Such a
translation is classical for the case n = 1 and was used for n > 2 in the work
of W. Schmidt [Sch2], S. G. Dani [D1], Margulis, the first-named author, and
others. We discuss this correspondence and reduce Theorem 1.1 to a quan-
titative nondivergence result for the aforementioned action (Theorem 4.3) in
§83-4.

In §5 we prove Theorem 4.3, which is an extension of the results of [KM,
§84-5]. We remark that the argument involved played an important role in the
study of unipotent flows, and refer the reader to the surveys [KSS, Chapter 3]
and [K1] for further description of this method and historical background. Our
proof is very close to that of [KM], but is presented from a somewhat different
perspective, and incorporates several minor improvements which were useful
in our framework.

We give a non-uniform variant of the friendly condition in §6, and outline
how the proofs in §§3-5 can be modified to establish that measures satisfying
that condition are strongly extremal.

After that we exhibit some friendly measures. In §7 we prove that the push-
forward of a measure from a certain class of measures on R¢ (more restrictive
than the class of friendly measures) to R” via a nonsingular nondegenerate
map is friendly. For the special case of Lebesgue measure, this follows easily
from [KM, Proposition 3.4], but that proof does not apply to more general
measures, and the argument we give is new. At the end of the section we
mention applications to approximation by algebraic numbers.

In §8 we discuss Hausdorff measures on self-similar sets satisfying the open
set condition, and show that such measures are friendly, and moreover satisfy
the stronger property needed for the pushforward result.
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In §9 we show that the class of friendly measures is closed with respect to
Cartesian products.

We conclude the paper with a discussion of possible extensions and gener-
alizations of the main results and a list of open questions. In particular, we
comment on a possibility of replacing the power of ¢ in (1.1) and (1.2) with
an arbitrary function (g) satisfying some convergence condition.

Acknowledgements: Part of the work was done during the authors’ collab-
oration at the Newton Institute (Cambridge), ETH (Zurich) and at Brandeis
University; the hospitality of these institutions is gratefully acknowledged. We
also thank Amnon Besser for his help in producing the figures. This research
was supported in part by NSF grant DMS-0196124, NSF grant DMS-0140497,
and BSF grant 2000247.

2. FRIENDLY MEASURES

We begin by introducing some notation. For a point z in a metric space and
r > 0, B(z, ) stands for the open ball of radius r centered at z. The standard
inner product of x,y € R" is denoted by (x,y). For an affine subspace £ C R"
we denote by d;(x) the (Euclidean) distance from x to £. By £() we denote
the e-neighborhood of L, that is, the set

(2.1) LO L Ix e R 1 de(x) < e}
If B C X and f is a real-valued function on X, let
def

Ifllz = sup |f(z)].
T€B

If 11 is a measure on X such that pu(B) > 0, we define ||f||, 5 to be equal to
| 1| Bsupp « » Which, in case f is continuous and B is open, is the same as the
L*°(u)-norm of f|g, i.e.

£l =sup {c: u({z € B:|f(2)| > ¢}) > 0}.

Note that for B C R" and an affine hyperplane (that is, a translate of an
(n — 1)-dimensional linear subspace) £ C R", the quantity ||d.||p measures
the ‘width of B with respect to £’, i.e., the infimum of ¢ for which B ¢ £).
Similarly, ||dz||, s measures the ‘u-essential width of B with respect to L’,
which, if B is open, coincides with inf{e : u(B \ L)) = 0}.

In what follows, p will stand for a locally finite Borel measure on a o-
compact metric space. Our first definition works in the context of arbitrary
metric spaces X. If D > 0 and U C X is an open subset, let us say that yu is
D-Federer on U if for all x € supp u N U one has

,u(B(x, 37‘))

22) w(B(z,r))

<D
whenever B(z,3r) C U.

Equivalently (with a different value of D) one can replace ‘3’ in (2.2) by
any number bigger than 1. Another equivalent condition is the existence of c,
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B > 0 such that for all z € suppp N U and every 0 < ¢ < r with B(z,r) CU
one has

M(B(x,a)) S (E)ﬁ .
pw(B(z,r)) — \r

A version of this definition with U = X is also known as the ‘doubling property’
and plays an important role in geometric measure theory; we refer the reader
to [MU] for references and examples. However the class of measures which
are D-Federer on X is too narrow for our purposes, since it is not closed with
respect to restrictions to open subsets of X. Thus we propose the following
localized modification: we will say that a measure y on X is Federer' if for
p-a.e. x € X there exist a neighborhood U of x and D > 0 such that p is
D-Federer on U.

For the next definitions we take X = R". Say that pu on R" is nonplanar
if (L) = 0 for any affine hyperplane £ of R*. Given C, a > 0 and an open
subset U of R, say that u is (C, «a)-decaying on U if for any non-empty open
ball B C U centered in supp u, any affine hyperplane £ C R*, and any € > 0
one has

(2.4) p(BNnLH)<c (

(2.3)

E o
_ B).
||dc||u,3) wB)

Also say that p is absolutely (C, a)-decaying on U if for any B, £ and ¢ as
above, one has

(2.5) p(BNLO) <C (;) " u(B),

where r is the radius of B. Equivalently (up to a slight change of C') one can
replace 7 in (2.5) with ||d.|| 5, since the latter is between r and 2r whenever
the left hand side of (2.5) is positive.

We will say that u is decaying (resp., absolutely decaying) if for for p-a.e.
Yo € R" there exist a neighborhood U of y, and C,«a > 0 such that pu is
(C, a)-decaying (resp., absolutely (C,«)-decaying) on U. Finally, let us say
that p is friendly if it is Federer, nonplanar and decaying.

One can easily see, comparing (2.4) and (2.5), that any absolutely decaying
measure is decaying, and it is also clear that any absolutely decaying measure
is nonplanar. Thus any absolutely decaying Federer measure is friendly, in
particular, so is Lebesgue measure on R". Also, the class of friendly measures
is clearly closed with respect to restriction to open subsets of R", and, further,
w is friendly if and only if p-almost every point has a neighborhood U such
that p|y is friendly.

We now turn to establishing that certain families of measures are friendly.
The first such family of nontrivial examples comes from measures on smooth
submanifolds of R® which are ‘curved enough’ to deviate from any affine hy-

perplane. Such manifolds were called nondegenerate in [KM]. More precisely,
let U be an open subset of R?, and let f = (f1,..., f,) : U = R® be a C* map,

!This term was used in [Sa] to describe a larger class of measures, which we refer to as
non-uniformly Federer, see §6.
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FIGURE 1. Absolute and relative decay

lldellu,n

BNL®

¢ € N. Say that f is £-nondegenerate at x € U if the space R" is spanned by
partial derivatives of f at x of order up to £. If M C R” is a d-dimensional
C* submanifold, we will say that M is ¢-nondegenerate at y € M if any
(equivalently, some) diffeomorphism f between an open subset U of R? and a
neighborhood of y in M is f-nondegenerate at f!(y). We will say that f or
M are nondegenerate if they are ¢-nondegenerate for some ¢.

Let us denote Lebesgue measure on R? by A. One has the following

Theorem 2.1. Let U be an open subset of RY, and £ a map from U to R".

(a) Suppose that f is C*, nonsingular and -nondegenerate at A-almost
every point of U; then £, is friendly.

(b) Suppose that p is an absolutely decaying Federer measure on U, and f
is a C7 map which is nonsingular and ¢-nondegenerate at p-almost
every point; then f.u is friendly.

Note that the main result of [KM] is the strong extremality of f, A for f as in
(a) above; in view of Theorem 2.1, it is included in Theorem 1.1 as a special
case.

Note also that Theorem 2.1(b) highlights the difference between decay and
absolute decay: one cannot weaken the hypotheses and replace ‘absolutely
decaying’ with ‘decaying’. Indeed, it is not hard to see that volume measures
on proper C! submanifolds of R* are never absolutely decaying, and when
n > 2 one can easily construct an everywhere nondegenerate map from R” to
R™ which sends a given proper submanifold into a proper affine subspace. The
following lemma, however, shows that in the case n = 1 the notions of decay
and absolute decay coincide.
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Lemma 2.2. Any decaying non-atomic? measure on R is absolutely decaying.

Consequently, a measure on R is friendly if and only if it is Federer and
absolutely decaying.

Proof. Let U C R be an interval on which p is (C, a)-decaying. Since u is
non-atomic, the open set

{xo € U : 3 subinterval Uy 3 o of U such that u(U \ Up) > 0}

has full measure. We claim that p is absolutely (C, «)-decaying on any U, as
above. Indeed, take an interval B = B(z,r) C Uy and any point (< proper
affine subspace) y € R. Since p is non-atomic, for any 6 > 0 there exists a
subinterval B’ of U containing B such that u(B' \ B) < ¢ and ||dy||.pr =
|ldy||5'. Thus one can write

uuﬂw@)SMwWw@)SC(—f—) u(B')
dyll,

=¢ (nd;uBf)a“(B') =¢ (ndjnB)a (W(B) +9),

and finish the proof by letting § — 0. 4

Another class of examples of friendly (and even absolutely decaying Federer)
measures on R" is given by measures supported on certain fractals, namely,
on self-similar sets satisfying the so-called open set condition, which we now

define.
One says that h : R* — R" is a similarity map if it can be written as

(2.6) h(y) = 00(y) + a,
where p € R, © € O(n,R) and a € R"”. It is said to be contracting if o < 1. Tt
is known, see [H], that for any finite family hy, ..., h,, of contracting similarity

maps there exists a unique nonempty compact set K, called the attractor of
the family, such that

(2.7) K = h(K).
i=1
Say that hy,..., h,, as above satisfy the open set condition if there exists an

open subset U C R” such that
h,(U)cUforall i=1,...,m,

and

J. Hutchinson [H| proved that if h; = ¢,0; + a;, i = 1,...,m, satisfy the
open set condition, and if s > 0 is the unique solution of

(2.8) Doi=1,

2For n = 1 this is equivalent to the nonplanarity of the measure.
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which we will call the similarity dimension of the family {h;}, then the s-
dimensional Hausdorff measure H® of K is positive and finite. Measures ob-
tained via the above construction have been thoroughly studied during recent
decades; perhaps the simplest example is given by the iggg—dimensional Haus-
dorff measure on Cantor’s ternary set.

We would like to prove these measures to be friendly. However a natural
obstruction arises if there exists a finite collection of proper affine subspaces
L1, ..., L, which is invariant under the family {h;}. Let us say that a family
of maps is #rreducible if this does not happen. The following is true:

Theorem 2.3. Let {hy,... , h,} be an irreducible family of contracting simi-
larity self-maps of R™ satisfying the open set condition, s its similarity dimen-
ston, | the restriction of H® to its attractor. Then u is absolutely decaying
and Federer, and, in particular, friendly.

Combining the two theorems above, one can already construct a variety of
friendly measures. Another source of examples comes from product measures:

Theorem 2.4. For i = 1,...,k, let p; be a measure on R and let p =
p1 X - X g on R* n=> n;. Then:

(a) If each p; is absolutely decaying and Federer, then so is .

(b) If each ; is friendly, then p is friendly.

The proofs of all the theorems from this section are contained in §§7-9.

Remark. Note that, unlike strong extremality, the Federer and decay condi-
tions are not measure class invariant, see §6 for more detail. Moreover, these
conditions can be relaxed somewhat without sacrificing the validity of Theorem
1.1. For clarity of exposition we first present the proof that friendly measures
are strongly extremal. We then define non-uniform versions of the conditions
for a measure to be friendly, and prove that measures satisfying these non-
uniform conditions are also strongly extremal. We do not know whether the
latter conditions are measure class invariant, but, in view of a result of H. Sato
[Sa] regarding a non-uniform version of the Federer condition, we suspect that
they are.

3. DIOPHANTINE APPROXIMATION AND FLOWS ON HOMOGENEOUS SPACES

In this section we recall the connection between diophantine approximation
and flows on homogeneous spaces, and reduce Theorem 1.1 to a quantitative
nondivergence result.

Let G = SL,+1(R), I' = SL,+1(Z), and denote by 7 : G — G/I', g — gT,
the natural projection map. G acts on G/I' by left translations via the rule
gm(h) = m(gh), g,h € G. Equivalently one can describe G/I" as the space of
unimodular lattices in R*™ | with 7(g) = ¢Z"™! and the action of G on G/T
coming from the linear action of G on R**!. We will be interested in the action
of a certain subsemigroup of G on G/I'. Namely, we let R} (resp., Z7) denote
the (integer) vectors all of whose entries are non-negative, and for t € R7} let

n
(3.1) g = diag(e", ... e ™), t=(t,... tn), t=) 1.
=1
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Then {g¢} acts on G/T" by the rule g¢m(g9) = 7(gtg). Thus the action of g; on
a lattice A will contract the last component of every vector of A and expand

the remaining components. Here and throughout, ||| denotes the Euclidean
norm and ||-|| , the maximum norm.

For € > 0 let
(3.2) K. Y¥r({geq:|gv]|>e Vvez < {0}}),

i.e., K, is the collection of all unimodular lattices in R** which contain no
nonzero vector smaller than €. Recall that G/I" is noncompact and has fi-
nite G-invariant measure. Each K., however, is compact, and {K,}.~¢ is an
exhaustion of G/T" [R, Chapter 10].

We define the following maps from R” to G and G/T":

(3.3) 7(y) def ( I(;L }1’ ) , T & ror

(here I, stands for the n xn identity matrix). The following proposition relates
the orbit of 7(y) under the semigroup (3.1) with the diophantine properties
of y. For an equivalent but different approach, compare with [KM, Corollary
2.2], [K2, Corollary 5.2].

Proposition 3.1. Fory € R", the following are equivalent:
(1) y is not very well multiplicatively approxzimable;
(ii) for any v > 0 one has

(3.4) #T(y) € Ke-nt

whenever t € RY} 1s large enough;
(iii) for any v > 0 (3.4) holds for all but finitely many t € Z".

We first prove a lemma which shows that very well multiplicatively approx-
imable points automatically satisfy a seemingly more stringent condition.

Lemma 3.2. Let y € R* be very well multiplicatively approrimable. Then
there exists & > 0 for which there are infinitely many solutions p € Z", q € Z
to (1.2) in addition satisfying

(3.5) lay — pllo < ™.

Proof. Choose g > 0 for which there are infinitely many solutions p € Z",
q € Z, to the inequality

(3-6) [ law — pil < g7+,

=1
def do
dset ) = ———.
and se n+2+ 6
ef

[
Let p, ¢ be a solution to (3.6), and let ¢ & [C]"_&] Forevery k € {1,...,¢q; + 1}
set

Vi o kqy mod 1
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(where we take the fractional part in each coordinate). Since {vy,..., vy 11}
are ¢; + 1 points in the unit cube [0, 1)", there must be two points, say vi, v,
with 1 < k < ¢ < ¢ + 1, such that

_1 )
(3.7) Vi = villoo €@ " < g 7.

We set @ dof (¢ — k)q and let p € Z™ be the integer vector closest to gy. Note
n+248g
that ¢ < ¢ »+2 . Then by (3.7),

)

5 5
17y — Pll., < ¢ 70D < g T =g 8,

Furthermore,

H qyi — Pil < (£ — k)" H gy — pil
i=1 i=1
(3.8) < i35 g~(1+0)

n+2+428
<q nTETl, — q—(1+5)_

Thus g, p is a solution to both (1.2) and (3.5). O

Proof of Proposition 3.1. Let us show that (ii) implies (i). Indeed, suppose by
contradiction that for some 6 > 0 we have infinitely many solutions to both
inequalities (1.2) and (3.5). Fix arbitrary positive 7y < n%us’ and let p, ¢ be one
of the solutions. Our goal is to find t = t(g) so that the norm of the vector

e (qy1 — p1)
def —P) _ : n+1
(3.9) v = g7(y) =1, € g7(y) 2" {0}
q e (qYn — Pn)
e~lq
is less than e™*, and so that t — oo as ¢ — oc.

We consider two cases. If at least one coordinate of gy — p, say the last one,
is equal to zero, one can take ¢’ < § with v = #, and define t by

5-4' _n-—1 ,
etlz---zetn_lzqn ’ etn:ql _n6+6'

Then et = ¢'+9/" therefore

(35) B
v, = max(e” |lgy — pllo,e ‘q) < ¢ 0/ =e".

Otherwise, take 1 < s <1+ 4, set

n —1
def der 10g @
Q= (quyi —ml) and o= :
=1

and then define t by

eti:|qyi_pi|_1/a7 = yoeey T

Note that a > 3£ in view of (1.2), or, equivalently, 1 — 1/a > 22 Also

1+6
et = Ql/a — qs )




ON FRACTAL MEASURES AND DIOPHANTINE APPROXIMATION 11

Therefore one has

s—1
e—tq ql—s e—Agft
and
(35) 51-1/a 6 14+6—s
. 1-1 —9(1— -9 —-< t
e gy — pil = lqyi —pi| T < g = e T < et

Choosing the optimal s one gets

V]l < e wist < e,

thus finishing the proof of (ii) = (i).

The proof of the opposite direction is similar; since we will not use it, we
leave the details to the reader. Finally, the equivalence of (ii) and (iii) follows
in a straightforward manner from the continuity of the G-action on G/I'. O

We now complete our description of the strategy for proving Theorem 1.1.
We will establish the following:

Theorem 3.3. Suppose that p is a friendly measure on R". Then for p-almost
every yo € R* there is a ball B centered at yo and C,a > 0 such that for any
t € Z" and any € > 0,

p({y € B: ge7(y) ¢ K.}) < Ce™.

This theorem will be deduced from the more general Theorem 4.3 in the
next section. Informally speaking, Theorem 3.3 shows that for fixed t, the
‘orbit’ {gs7(y) : y € B} does not diverge, that is, a very significant proportion
of it (computed in terms of p and uniform in t) stays inside compact sets K.
Theorem 3.3 generalizes [KM, Proposition 2.3], where a similar estimate is
proved for volume measures on nondegenerate submanifolds of R”.

Proof of Theorem 1.1 assuming Theorem 3.3. The Borel-Cantelli Lemma states
that if p is a measure on a space X and {A;} is a countable collection of mea-
surable subsets of X with ), u(4;) < oo, then p-almost every z € X is
contained in at most finitely many sets A;. Assuming Theorem 3.3, we see
that if p is friendly, then for u-almost every yo € R™ there is a ball B centered
at yo such that for any v > 0,

Y u({y € B: 7(y) ¢ Ken}) < 0.

teZ?

From Proposition 3.1 we can conclude that u-a.e. y € B is not very well
multiplicatively approximable, and since a countable collection of such balls
covers p-a.e. point, it follows that u is strongly extremal. O
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4. QUANTITATIVE NONDIVERGENCE

In order to state Theorem 4.3 we need to introduce some notation and
definitions.

Say that a metric space X is Besicovitch if there exists N > 0 such that for
any bounded set A C X and any collection of balls B such that any x € A is
the center of a ball in B, there is a countable subcollection 2 C B such that

AcC UB
BeQ

and
m%?(#{BEQ::EEB}SN.
TE

It is well known, see e.g. [Mat], that R" equipped with the Euclidean metric,
and hence any of its subsets, is Besicovitch.

Given C, a > 0, a metric space X, a subset U of X, a measure y on X, and
a real-valued function f on X, say that f is (C, «)-good on U with respect to
u if for any open ball B C U centered in supp 4 and any € > 0 one has

@) u(tve 17 <e)) <€ () ulo).

The class of (C, a)-good functions with respect to Lebesgue measure on R"
was introduced in [KM]. We refer the reader to [KM] and [BKM] for various
properties and examples.

Lemma 4.1. Suppose that fi,..., fr are (C,a)-good on U with respect to p.
Then (f2 +---+ f2)Y?% is (k*/2C, a)-good on U with respect to p.

Proof. Tt is immediate from the definition that if fi,..., fi are all (C, a)-good
then so is max (| f1l, ..., |fx|). Using this, we see that

1<:<

<o : ) ww

|| maxi<i<k | fil ||B

< Cko? c ) B).
. (n (2f3>1/2||u,3) HB)

One can immediately notice the similarity between the definition of (C, a)-

good functions and that of (C, «)-decaying measures. Indeed, one easily veri-
fies:

1/2
({yeB: (Zf ) <e}) <p({y € B: max |fi(y)| <e})

Lemma 4.2. A measure p on R" is (C,a)-decaying on U C R" if and only
if all functions of the form d.(z), where L is an affine hyperplane in R™, are
(C, a)-good on U with respect to pu.

The setup of Theorem 4.3 involves a Besicovitch metric space X and a
family of functions assumed to be (C, a)-good on some ball in X with respect
to some measure g on X. More precisely, these functions are compositions of
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continuous maps from X to G = SL,,1(R) with certain functions on G, which
arise from the action of G' on

def
W =

Namely, fix a Euclidean structure on R**!, and for ¢ € G and V € W define
¢y (g) to be the covolume of gV N gZ"*! in gV. Equivalently, one can extend

the set of nonzero rational subspaces of R*™! .

the Euclidean norm || - || from R**! to its exterior algebra, and set
def
tv(g) = llg(vin---Avill,
where {vy,...,v;} is a generating set for Z"*' N V; note that the above quan-

tity does not depend on the choice of {v;}.

Theorem 4.3. Given an open subset U of a Besicovitch metric space X,
positive constants C, D, «, and a measure p which s D-Federer on U, there
exists C' > 0 with the following property. Suppose h is a continuous map

U—->G, 0<p<1,zeUnNsuppu, and B = B(z,r) is a ball such that

BY B(z,3"r) is contained in U, and that for each V€ W

(1) the function lyoh is (C, a)-good on B with respect to |,
and

(2) l[vohllus = o
Then for any 0 < € < p,

uqxefhwuwm)¢KJ)§(T<%)aMBy

Theorem 4.3 is proved in §5 by modifying arguments from [KM, §4-5]. In
the remainder of this section we will use it to derive Theorem 3.3.

Proof of Theorem 3.3 assuming Theorem 4.3. The strategy is to take X = R"”
and h(y) = g¢7(y), with g; and 7 as defined in §3, and then relate the decay
property of p to condition (1) of Theorem 4.3, and the nonplanar property of
i to condition (2).

Since p is decaying and Federer, for almost every y, € R" one can choose
a ball B = B(yq,r) and Cy, D, > 0 such that u is (Cy, a)-decaying and D-
Federer on the dilated ball B = B(yo, 3"r). An easy compactness argument
using the assumption that p is nonplanar shows the existence of 0 < p < 1
such that

(4.2) ldc||u,B > 0  for any affine hyperplane £ C R".

Suppose that V is a k-dimensional subspace of R**! spanned by the integer

vectors
—P1 —DPx
vy = oo, Vi = .
' (m) * (%)

By performing Gaussian elimination over the integers, there is no loss of
generality in assuming that

=0, i=2,... k.

We need to show that ¢y o h(y) satisfies conditions (1) and (2) of Theorem
4.3.
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Denote by V, the subspace

Vo & {(@1, .., Tng1) : Toy1 = 0}

of R*!. We separate into two cases: suppose first that ¢; is also 0, that is,
V' C Vp. Since every element of V4 is 7(R"™)-invariant, we have

h(y)[viA- - Avi] = ge[ViA- - Avy],

so y — fy o h(y) is a constant function, obviously satisfying (1). Also, since
g expands Vj, we can write

by oh(y) =lge[vi A AVi]l| Z [[ViA - Avi]| 2 1,

hence (2) is satisfied as well.

Now suppose ¢; # 0. Set

el 0
gtd:(Ef .0 and Wd:efgtV2/\"'/\gtha
0 ... eb»

and let P denote the linear subspace of R" corresponding to gipa A - - - A Gt Pk-
Then

h(y)[viA---Avi] = [geT(¥) Vi A - A geT(y) Vi
= [ge7(y)V1i A GeVa A+ A Ge V]

) <Q1y—P1>) Aw
q1

Il
N
N

<~t(qéytq_ Pl)) Aw
(4.3) = <6_9q1) AW+ (gt(q%_ pl)) Aw.

Since w is orthogonal to <€_th ), we have
1

0 2 2 2 _—2t
() 2wl =l te™,

and furthermore the two k-forms in (4.3) are orthogonal.
We are left with evaluating the norm of the second expression in (4.3). Since
all vectors involved are in V{ this is simply the volume of the parallelepiped

spanned by g¢(¢1y — P1), §tPa2; - - -, JtPk, hence

‘ (ét(qu - Pl)) Aw ’

0 = dp (Go(qry — P1))” [|[W]*-

Thus we obtain:
(by o h(y))? = ||(y) [vi A - Avi]|]”

44 ?
(4.4) = ||w]|? [dp(ﬁt(%y - p1)) +q%€_2t] ’
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It follows from Lemma 4.1, in conjunction with Lemma 4.2 and the (Cy, -
decaying property of p, that £y oh is (C, a)-good on B with respect to p, with
C = (n + 1)*/2Cy, establishing (1).

As in the previous case, since for ¢ > 1 we know that v; is an integer vector
in V4, and g¢; expands V}, we have

[wi] > 1.
Thus (4.4) implies that for every y,

by o h(y) > dp (gt((hy - Pl)) .
Since ¢; is a nonzero integer and gy expands R", there exists a (k — 1)-
dimensional affine subspace P’ such that ¢ o h(y) > dp/(y). By (4.2) this
implies that [|&y o h(y)l[, 5 > e
Using Theorem 4.3 with U = E, and enlarging C' if necessary to account
for the case € > p, we obtain the conclusion of Theorem 3.3. O

5. PROOF OF THEOREM 4.3

Throughout this section, we retain the hypotheses and notations of Theo-
rem 4.3, and let N denote the constant involved in the definition of the Besi-
covitch condition. With no loss of generality we will replace X with supp u,
inducing the metric from X; this will allow us to use || - || in place of || - || 4,5
throughout the proof.

We need some additional terminology.

By a flag we mean a chain (not necessarily maximal)

F=({0}=V&Vi&  GVn&Vuu=R"),
where V; e Wfori=1,...,m.

We will call m the length of . The subspaces V;, ¢« = 1,...,m will be called
the subspaces belonging to F. For V € W we will say that V can be added to
F if, for some 0 < i <m, V; &V & Viyy. If this holds we will denote the flag
obtained by adding V to F by F 4+ V.

Let F be as above, and let F' be another flag. We will say that F is
subordinate to F' if every subspace belonging to F can be added to F'. Note
that if the length of F' is m, then the length of any flag subordinate to F' is
at most n — m.

If F is a flag which is subordinate to F’, we will say that a point y € X
is marked by (F,¢, 0) relative to F' (or simply marked by F relative to F'), if
the following hold:

(M1) for any subspace V belonging to F, £y (h(y)) <o.
(M2) for any subspace V belonging to F, ¢y (h(y)) > ¢.

(M3) the flag F has maximal length, among all flags which are subordinate
to F' and satisfy (M1).

We will say that y is marked relative to F' if there is some F subordinate
to F’ such that y is marked by F relative to F'.

Let
Fo=({0} & R").
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We say that y is marked by (F, e, o) (or simply marked by F) if y is marked
by (F,e, 0) relative to Fy.

The reason to mark points by flags is the following:

Proposition 5.1. Let the notation be as above, and suppose that 0 < e < p <
1, and that y € X is marked by (F,e,0). Then 7(h(y)) € K..

Proof. Let g = h(y) and suppose by contradiction that there is a nonzero
v € Z""! such that ||gv|| < . Choose 7 so that v ¢ V;, v € V;;1, and let
V be the span of V; and v. Let k = dim V, and let vq,...,v; € Z""! be
linearly independent vectors such that Z"*! NV is generated by vi,...,vi_;
and Z"™' NV is generated by vi,...,v;. Clearly

ty(g) = llgvi A== Agvill <llgvi A Agviallllgvell
Then one has
ty(g) < tvi(9)llgvll <e.
In particular, ¢y (g) < o, so by (M3), V = Viyy. Thus 4y,,(9) < ¢, in
contradiction to (M2). O

The following lemma constructs flags by induction.

Lemma 5.2. For d = 0,...,n there is a constant C' = C'(D, N, C,d) such
that the following holds. Let F be a flag, and let d be the mazimal length

of a flag which is subordinate to F. Let A = B(za,r4) be a ball such that
~ def

A= B(za,3%4) C U, and suppose that:
(1) For each V. € W, the function €yoh is (C,a)-good on A with respect
to p.
(2") If V can be added to F then ||lyoh|la > o.
Let Aqy be the set of all y € A which are marked relative to F.
Then for every e < o,

g)au(z‘l)-

Proof. For the proof we use the notation ¥ < Z to mean that there is a
constant C' = C'(D, N, C,d,n) such that Y < C'Z (C" may change throughout
the proof).

The proof is by induction on d (equivalently, by a decreasing induction on
the length of F). If d = 0, then (2') implies that (M1), (M2), (M3) hold
trivially for all z € A, that is A = Ay and (5.1) holds.

Suppose d > 1. For each x € A, let W(x) consist of all V' € W which can
be added to F, and for which ¢y (h(z)) < o. Let

E={z€eA: W(x) # }.
If ¢ E then W(z) = @ and hence z is marked by F; relative to F; that is
(5.2) AN Ay = E N A
Now for each z € E and each V € W(z) let

(5.1) p(AN Ag) < C' (

r(z,V) def sup{r : ||lyoh| g < 0}
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bw

FiGURE 2. Choosing Vj

By (2'), A ¢ B(z,r(z,V)) and hence the supremum in the above definition
is finite. By continuity of ¢yoh, r(z, V) > 0.

By discreteness, W(x) is finite. Take Vo = Vo(x) € W(x) such that

def
e (2, Vo) = v
r r(z, Vo) = Ier%%()r(x ),
and let
Fl(z) = F + V.

We have a cover of E by the collection of balls {B(z,r;) : * € E}. Using
the Besicovitch assumption we take a countable subset 2 C FE such that
{B(z,r;) : € Q} is a cover of F and m%gc#{x €EN:ye B(x,ry)} < 1,

ye

therefore

(5.3) Z,u (z,712)) < 1 Uerw))
zeN TeN
By (2'), B(x,r) does not contain A for r < r,, and hence
(5.4) ry <14+ dist(za,x) < 2r4.

Thus there exists 7/, strictly between 7, and 2r4 such that
B(z,rl) C B(2a,3r4) -

Decreasing 7/, we may assume that 7/, < 2r,. In particular, using Federer,

(5.5) n( U B(@,72)) < u(B(za,3r4)) < p(A).

z€N
It follows from (5.4) that
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(5.9) E~(AuY)c | B, r) N Eo(z)).

zeN

The maximal length of a flag subordinate to F'(x) is at most d — 1, and
by the induction hypothesis, the lemma is valid for d — 1 in place of d. We
apply the lemma to B(z,r,) and F'(x). Assumption (1') follows from (5.6)
and assumption (2') follows from the definitions of r, and .. We obtain (using
Federer again):

(5.10) < (

Therefore one has:

AN A0) 2 u(B N Ag) < u(Y) + p(E ~ (Y U Ao))

(5.8)a<n<d(5-9) (f)au(A) +u (U (B(x,rm) AN Eo(ﬂv)))

(5.10) e\ *
<< —_
0
(5.3)and (5.5) e\
< <_> M(A)v

0
which finishes the proof of the lemma. O

To complete the proof of Theorem 4.3, apply Lemma 5.2 to A = B and to
F = Foy. Then apply Proposition 5.1. O

6. NON-UNIFORMLY FRIENDLY MEASURES

In this section we define non-uniform versions of the Federer and decaying
conditions, and prove that every nonplanar, non-uniformly Federer and non-
uniformly decaying measure is strongly extremal.

Let D, C, «, s be positive constants. Say that a measure p on a metric
space X is (D, s)-Federer at x € X if (2.2) holds whenever 3r < s. Similarly,
say that a measure p on R" is (C, o, s)-decaying at y € R" if (2.4) holds for
any € > 0, any affine hyperplane £, and any B = B(y,r) with r < s. We
will say that p is Federer (resp., decaying) at a point if it is (D, s)-Federer for
some D, s (resp., (C, a, s)-decaying for some C, v, s) at this point, and that p
is non-uniformly Federer (resp., non-uniformly decaying) if it is Federer (resp.,
decaying) at p-almost every point.

The following theorem strengthens Theorem 1.1:
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Theorem 6.1. If i is a measure on R* which is nonplanar, non-uniformly
Federer and non-uniformly decaying, then i s strongly extremal.

We remark that the above non-uniform versions seem to be more natural
than their uniform analogues: the non-uniform Federer condition was proved
in [Sa, Example 5| to be measure class invariant, and it is plausible that the
same holds for the non-uniform decaying condition. On the other hand it is
not hard to construct a positive Lebesgue integrable function ¢ on R™ such
that the measure u defined by du/d\ = ¢ is both non-uniformly Federer and
non-uniformly decaying, but is neither Federer nor decaying. The authors
do not know, however, if there exist measures satisfying the assumptions of
Theorem 6.1 and at the same time singular to any friendly measure.

Closely related to (C, «)-decaying measures is the class of (C, a)-good func-
tions, to which we also give a non-uniform version: a function f is (C, a, s)-good
at  with respect to p if (4.1) holds for any € > 0 and any B = B(z,r) with
T <S.

The proof of Theorem 6.1 requires the following refined version of Theorem
4.3:

Theorem 6.2. Given a Besicovitch metric space X, positive constants C, D, «,
and a measure | on X, there exists C' > 0 with the following property. Suppose
that h is a continuous map U — G, o, ro are positive constants, z € supp W,
and = is a subset of U such that for every x € = and every V € W:

(0) p is (D, s)-Federer at © with s > 3"ry;

(1) the function by oh is (C, o, s)-good at x with respect to p, with s > 3"ry;

(2) ”gV © h“,u,B(m,ro) ey

Then for any 0 < e < p,
p({z€=2nB:7(h(z)) ¢ K.}) <C (Z) w(B),

where B < B(z,1o) and B o B(z,3"ry).

Proof. Note that in the proof of Lemma 5.2, only balls centered in E were
used. Therefore, repeating the proof but changing the definition of E to

E¥{ze=nA: W) +# o)},

one obtains the following statement:

For d = 0,...,n there is a constant C' = C'(D,N,C,d) such that the
following holds. Let F be a flag, and let d be the mazimal length of a flag
which is subordinate to F. Let A% B(za,7r4), A def B(z4,3%,4), 2 C X, and
suppose that:

(0") For each x € ANE, p is (D, s)-Federer at x with s > 3% 4.

(1') For eachV € W and each x € ANE, the function £y oh is (C, «, s)-good

at x with respect to p, with s > 3% 4.
(2") If V can be added to F then ||lyoh|ls > o.
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Let Ay be the set of all y € A which are marked relative to F. Then for
every € < Q,

pANEN A < (%)au(;l) :

From this statement the theorem follows. O

Proof of Theorem 6.1. By Proposition 3.1 we need to show that for any v > 0,
for p-a.e. y € R?,

gt%(y) ¢ K-t

has only finitely many solutions t € Z7. Let 6 > 0 be arbitrary. Then
there exists a subset = C supp p and positive constants D, C, «, ' so that
p(R* NE) < 6 and p is (D, r")-Federer and (C, a, r’)-decaying at every y € =.
Taking 0 < rg < 37" we see that conditions (0) and (1) of Theorem 6.2 are
satisfied.

By compactness and nonplanarity we see that there exists o > 0 so that for
every x € supp i and any affine hyperplane £ one has

el o) > €
and, as in the derivation of Theorem 3.3 from Theorem 4.3, this implies that
for any V € W and x € supp p
||£V © h‘”u,B(x,ro) > 0.

In particular, we see that condition (2) of Theorem 6.2 also holds.
Applying that theorem, we see that

Y uy €S :gr(y) ¢ Ken}) <C' Y e < o0,

tezZy tezy

so by Borel-Cantelli and since v was arbitrary, y-almost every y € = is not very
well multiplicatively approximable. Since § was also arbitrary, this establishes
Theorem 6.1. O

7. PUSHFORWARDS

In this section, p is a measure on R?, U is an open subset of R¢, and
f : U — R" is a map which pushes p forward. Let us denote by S¢ the
R-linear span of 1, fi,..., f,, that is, the space of functions of the form

(71) f:CO+le1+"'+Cnfna

where ¢; € R. It will be convenient to introduce the following definition. Given
C, a > 0, a subset U of R?, a measure y on U, and a real-valued function f on
U, say that f is absolutely (C, a)-good on U with respect to u if for any open
ball B C U centered in supp p and any ¢ > 0 one has

(72) ulixe Bilfe| <) <0 (o) o).

€

11l
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Clearly being absolutely (C, «)-good implies being (C, «)-good, and the con-
verse is true for measures having full support. Now we can state sufficient
conditions, written in terms of u, for f,u to be friendly.

Lemma 7.1. Let u be a D-Federer measure on an open subset U of R?, and
letf:U — R" and C, K, > 0 be such that

(i) f is K-bi-Lipschitz, that is, for any x1,%x3 € U one has
1
Edist(xl,XQ) < dist (f(x1), f(x2)) < K dist(x1,%2) ;

(ii) any f € St is absolutely (C,a)-good on U with respect to p.
Then f.u s friendly.

Proof. To show that f,u is Federer, for any yo, = f(xq) with x¢ € U take

r7 de 1 .
(7.3) U B(yo,m0) where 1< K dist(xg, U .
Then for any y € U N supp f.u one has y = f(x) for some x € B(xo, Kr9) N
supp . Now, for B(y,3r) C U one can write

fou(B(y,3r)) = u (£ (B(y,3r)) < n(B(x,3K7))
(2.3) (3K?)8

& B B 1)) < B g (B

To prove that f,u is decaying, for any y, = f(x¢) with xo € U take U
as above, and for an affine hyperplane £ put dz(y) = |co + c1ys + -+ - + ¥l
for some ¢y, cq,...,¢, € R Then for any y' = f(x') € Un supp f,p and
B = B(y',r) C U write

£u0(BNLE) = fu({y €B:leg+capr+ -+ cayal <e})
with f asin (7.1)

< u(x e £7(B) : If()] < e}) < u({x € Bx, Kr): |f(x)] < &})

< C<#> p(B(x, Kr))

||f||B(x,Kr)
Federer (K2)ﬂ

< O QummM)
2\4 c “
- o) (| ))) £.u(f(B(x,7/K)))

) u(B(x,r/K))

c |d£||f(B(x,Kr
2\4 @

< ) < f.u(B).
¢ \ldellpg.p

Finally, observe that (7.2) clearly implies that for any ball B C U centered at
supp p and for L, f as above, one has

fu(f(B)NL)=p({xeB: f(x)=0}) =0. O
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Note that if f is smooth and nonsingular at xy, € U, one can find a neighbor-
hood V of xy and K > 0 such that f|y is K-bi-Lipschitz. Thus to prove Theo-
rem 2.1, it suffices to show that for any nondegeneracy point xo € U N supp p
of f one can find a neighborhood V' of xy and C, « > 0 such that any f € S
is absolutely (C, «)-good on V' with respect to p.

The case in which u = A is Lebesgue measure (for which the notions of
‘good’ and ‘absolutely good’ coincide) was the subject of [KM], where the
following statement was proved:

Proposition 7.2 ([KM, Proposition 3.4]). Let f = (fi,..., f.) be a C* map
from an open subset U of R? to R", and let xo, € U be such that f is ¢-
nondegenerate at xo. Then there exists a neighborhood V. C U of xo and
positive C such that any f € S¢ is (C,1/dl)-good on V with respect to \.

The proof of the above proposition involves induction on d, and it is not
clear to the authors how to adapt it to measures p other than Lebesgue.
Below we develop an alternative approach which yields a similar result for
any absolutely decaying Federer measure, thus finishing the proof of Theorem
2.1, and, in many cases, improves the conclusion of Proposition 7.2 (see a
discussion below). We obtain:

Proposition 7.3. Let U C R¢ be open and let £ : U — R* be a C*' map
which s £-nondegenerate at xo € U. Let p be a measure which is D-Federer
and absolutely (C,a)-decaying on U for some D,C,a > 0. Then there exists

a neighborhood V- C U of xo and positive C such that any f € S¢ is absolutely
(C, 551=5)-g00d on 'V with respect to pu.

It is interesting to compare the two propositions above. For d = 1, Propo-
sition 7.2 gives the optimal exponent ((¢) = £~!, which is much better than
(241 — 2)~! provided by Proposition 7.3. However, as d grows, the exponent
in Proposition 7.2 tends to zero, whereas in Proposition 7.3 the exponent does
not depend on d. Another difference is that our proof of Proposition 7.3 re-
quires an extra derivative. It seems to be a challenging open problem to find
the optimal constant n = n(¢, d) with the following property: let f: U — R"
be a map which is (-nondegenerate at xo € U C RY, let o > 0, and suppose a
measure i is D-Federer and absolutely (C, a)-decaying on U for some positive
C, D; then there exist a neighborhood V. C U of xo and C > 0 such that any
f € 8¢ is absolutely (C,na)-good on V' with respect to pu.

In order to prove Proposition 7.3, we need to introduce some notation.
Denote by 8; the operator of partial differentiation of functions on R? with
respect to x;, 1 = 1,...,d. For a multiindex § = (ji,...,jq), denote 0z =
0" 0.0 0l and define the order || of 8 by |8] & j1 + -+ jg. If B
and 7 are two multiindices, then [+ v denotes the multiindex determined by
04 = 0g 0 0y = 0, 0 0.

Lemma 7.4. Let f be a C* function on a ball B of radius v > 0. Then for
any multiindex B with |3 = k,
k
> ————inf|03f].
||f||B = Qk(/ﬂ—i-l)k B ‘ ﬂf'
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Proof. The Lemma follows from the following standard generalization of the
mean value theorem: let f € C*(R?) and, for i = 1,...,d, define

Dif(x) = f(z1,...,2;+1,...,24) — f(x).
For 8 = (j1,---,Jja), set
Dg=D{"o0---0Di.
Thus Dgf(0) is a linear combination of the values f(xi),..., f(Xm), where
x; € B(0,k+1), i =1,...,m < 2F and the sum of the absolute value of

the coefficients in this combination equal to 2¥. The generalized mean value

theorem says that there is some point x in the convex hull of x4, ..., X,, such
that Dﬁf(()) = 8ﬂf(x) Thus

w1067 < 10560 = D O)] < 21 o

rescaling, one gets the desired inequality. O
Lemma 7.5. Let positive C, a, ¢, t, € be given, and let u be absolutely (C, a)-

decaying on U C R%. Suppose we are given a ball B(y,t) C U with 'y € supp p
and a C? function f : B(y,t) — R such that

) IVl = ¢
(i) |08/ gy, < gz for any multiindez § of order 2.

Then
u(ixe B0 0l < <0 (2) u(Br.0).

Proof. By the multidimensional Taylor expansion, for any x € B(y, t) one has

1 ¢ 9 €
) = fly) = (V). x =y < 5d 5 llx =yl <3,
and hence for any x,xy € B(y,t),
|f(x) = f(x0) = (VF(y),x —x0)| <€.
Now suppose there is some x¢ € B(y,t) for which |f(x¢)| < € (otherwise there
is nothing to prove). Then for any x € B(y,t) with |f(x)| < ¢ one has

(Vf(y),x—x0)| < 3¢,

i.e. x is in a strip of width at most 3¢/c. The Lemma now follows immediately
from the decay condition. O

The next statement is an analogue of [KM, Lemma 3.3].

Theorem 7.6. Let B C R¢ be a ball of radiusr > 0, and let k € Z,, C, a0 > 0
and 0 < s < 1,8 > 4 be given. Suppose f : B — R is a C**! function such
that for some multitndex (3 of order k,

. S
(74) inf 051> 5 /115

and such that for any multiindex v with |y| < k+ 1 one has

S
(75) 10,1l < 2 11
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Suppose also that u is absolutely (C,«)-decaying on B, and let B be a ball
concentric with B of radius r/2. Then for any € < s one has

p({xeB: 1l <clfls}) < o (5) <4u(B),

where
k ' ' a
(7.6) Cj, = 28Ny (3\@ H(:zi)@lﬂ’l) :
=1
(7.7) G = (281 —2)7t,

and N, is a Besicovitch constant for R?.

Proof. The proof is by induction on k. For £ = 0, the theorem clearly holds
for Cy = 1 and (; = co. Assume now that k£ > 1, write 8 = [, + (', where
|f1| =1, and denote Jg, f by g.

Define

Edéf{xeB:|f(X)‘<5”f”B}’

and, for § > 0 to be determined later, define

{xeB:19(x)| <6lglls }

First let us estimate the measure of Es. Applying Lemma 7.4 to ¢ and J'
and using (7.4), one has

(2k)F-1 _ _ S
9 gl > inf gl = int 1957 > 5 171,

def
E; =

therefore

S (75) §
(7.8) =1 1flls < llglls = 10, fllp < £l -

r(2k)
This calculation shows that ¢ satisfies all the conditions of the theorem with
k, B, s and S replaced by k—1, ', s/S and (2k)*~1S/s respectively. Applying

the induction hypothesis, one gets
(7.9)

2k)k—152 2*a 7.6) 1 S 2t
W(Es) < G rC (%) soeu(B) @ Lo (;) 5-19u(B)
Now define
€

and consider some ball B’ = B(y,t) withy € (3 N supp p) \ Es. Note that
B' C Bsince € < s <4 < S, and one can check, using (7.5) and

IVFI = 105, f(¥)| = [9(¥)| =0 l9ll5
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that this ball satisfies all the assumptions of Lemma 7.5, with £ and ¢ replaced
by €||fllz and ¢ ||g|| 5, respectively. Therefore

(B NE) <O (35 ||f||B>“M(B,) @ (M)“u(g)

5l ¢ = dst
k=1 @ @ ga/2
W ¢ ((asfey EEL) ) < o (svaenr 2 Soum),

Clearly one can cover (B Nsupp i) \ E; by balls as above with multiplicity
< Ny. Let F denote such a cover; then

Ea/2

%) S uB).

(7.11) u((BNEs)NE) < > p(B'NE) < ONy (3\/&(%)’“—1;)&

B'eF

Using (7.11) together with (7.9) and (7.6), one gets that

. 1 s\ o/?
,U,(B N E) S EC]CC (;) |:5<k—1a + 65—(1:| ,U,(B) .

1
Choosing the optimal § = £*%-1+Y one obtains

~ S 2o Cr—1
N(B N E) < CC (;) 52(%*1"'1)/1,(3).
Thus the theorem is proved with ¢, = 5 é’:lﬂ, and solving for ¢, yields (7.7).

d

In order to apply Theorem 7.6 to nondegenerate maps, we will need three
additional lemmas. Below we fix d, £ € N, let Py, denote the space of all
polynomial maps R¢ — R of degree at most ¢, and let B; stand for the unit
ball B(0,1) C R?.

Lemma 7.7. There exist s,S > 0 such that for any nonzero P € Py, one has

max inf 195P(x)| > 5[[Pl5,.

and
mgXllawpllBl < S||P||B,-

Proof. For the first statement, let s = W. Given P € Pyy, let k be the

largest integer j for which there is a multiindex 3 = 3; of order j and y; € B,
such that
[1Pll,

0sP(y;)| > ——=———.

9PN > 5 2
Clearly 0 < k < degP < /.

We claim that infxep, |0gP(x)| > s||P||p, for § = (. Replacing P with a

scalar multiple, we may assume with no loss of generality that ||P|p, = 1. By

definition of k, |03 P (yx)| > m. Suppose by contradiction that there is
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y' € By with |03P(y')| < s = m. Then by the mean value theorem,
there is a point y” on the segment between y; and y’ for which

Vd B 1 B 1
(2Vd+ 1)1 22vd+ 1)k 2(2v/d + 1)k+1
<|0sP(yr) = 0sP(Y')| = (VOsP(Y"), ¥k —¥)

<|IVasPy")llys — ¥'|l < 2\/3|g}|a:><1 |0p,+8P(y")] -

Hence there is 3, of order 1, such that for ' = ; + 5 one has |0z P(y")| >
L contradicting the definition of &.

2(2v/d+1)F+1”
The second statement follows from the fact that both P — ||P|/p, and
P — max, ||0,P| g, are norms on Pg. O

We now define

S%d:ef{60+clfl+"'+cnfn126321}7

i=0
and for each C¢ function g : U — R, where U is an open subset of R? and
y €U, let Pg{y be the /-th order Taylor polynomial of g at y.

Lemma 7.8. Suppose U C R¢ is open and f : U — R™ is a C* map. Then:

(a) For any n > 0 there is a neighborhood V- C U of x¢ such that for any
ball B(y,r) CV, any multiindez 3 of order at most £, and any f € S,

105 F — 03Pl gy < ™7

(b) If f is {-nondegenerate at xq, then there is an open set Vo C U con-
taining xo and 3 > 0 such that for any B(y,r) CV, and any f € S},

£ |5y = 527

and

Pt .
1Pty _ 3

IfllBe.n — 2
Proof. Recall the following error estimate, which is an easy consequence of the
Lagrange form of the error term in Taylor’s formula of order [ — 1:
d
(7.12) l9 = PyyllBeas <

0
- a _ a E.
S U B2 1929 () = D9 )l

Note that for any multiindex 3 of order & < /£ one has 8513]{7}, = Pé;jf,y. By

the chain rule, the derivative of any f € S} is a composition of the derivative of
f and a linear functional of uniformly bounded norm. Therefore the collection

{0,f: feS =14
is equicontinuous, and hence, by making V sufficiently small, one can ensure
that for any multiindex y of order ¢, any f € S}, and any x;,x3 € V one has
k!

0y (1) = 0, f(x2)| <1 min, .

<

| =
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Now one obtains (a) by applying (7.12) to g = dsf with [ replaced by [ — k.

For (b), let V. C U be a bounded open subset containing x, which is small
enough so that f is f-nondegenerate at y for any y € V. Equip Py, with
the norm assigning to a polynomial the maximum of the absolute values of its
coefficients. For each y € V, f € S} let

Qry(x) = Piy(x—y).

By nondegeneracy, )y # 0 for any y € V and any f € S, and by compact-
ness, the set {Qsy : f € S§, ¥y € V} C Py, is bounded away from zero. For
each r and y for which B(y,r) C V, let

def _
Q’rvay (X) é r le’y (’rx)
By comparing the coefficients of @), and @), ;, one sees that

{QT,f,y : B(Ya T) CV, fe S%} C Pd,é

is also bounded away from zero. Now comparing with the norm P — || P||p(,1)
one finds that there is s such that for all 7, f, y as above,

(7.13) 1Py By = 711@r syl Bo,1) > 25er".
Also, from the case |3| = 0 in (a) it follows that if V' is sufficiently small,
(714) ||f — Pﬁy”B(y,r) < %T’e.

Putting together (7.13) and (7.14) yields (b). O

From now until the end of the section, we let U, f, x3 and ¢ be as in
Proposition 7.3. It will be useful to consider restrictions of functions to small
balls and renormalize them as follows: if V' is a small enough neighborhood of
X, B(y,r) CV and f € 8¢, we let g, ;y be a function on B given by

aef f(y +1%)
Orfy\X) = /w7 >
) = T laom

and define
def

g(f, V) = {gr,f,y : f € 8%5 B(Yar) C V} :
To simplify notation, for g € G(f, V') we will write P, instead of P_,f,o; note that
Pt (y+rx)
for g = gr sy one has Py(x) = m

Lemma 7.9. For any n > 0 there exists a neighborhood V- C U of xy such
that for any g € G(f,V) one has

0gg — Og P, <n.
Wlnggflll 59 — O Pyllp, <

Proof. When || < £ we apply Lemma 7.8, replacing n with ' = nsr, and
obtain for small enough V:

1
B(y,r)
S N BT I
||f||B(y,r) 'f,y B(yy"") %7'-2
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When |3| = £+ 1 we argue as in the proof of Lemma 7.8 to find a uniform
upper bound K on ||0sf||y for all f € S, and then write

10sf (y + %) ||s, _ rt+ rK
g L ——||9sfllv < — <7
||f||B(y,1") r

= et
whenever diam(V) < nsx/K. O

1059 — 0 Lyll3, = 10p9l15, =

We are now ready for the

Proof of Proposition 7.3. By Theorem 7.6, it is enough to find positive s, S
and a neighborhood V' C U of x4 such that for any B = B(y,r) C V and
any f € St there is a multiindex § with £ = |8| < £ such that (7.4) holds,
and such that for all multiindices vy with |y| < |3]| + 1, (7.5) holds. Since the
validity of (7.4) and (7.5) is unaffected by replacing f with a scalar multiple,
we may assume that f € S}. Thus it suffices to find s, S and V such that for
any g € G(f,V) there is a multiindex g of order < ¢ such that

(7.15) inf 1959(x)| > 5.

and for each multiindex ~ of order at most ¢ + 1,
(7.16) 10y9lB, < S

Note that Lemma 7.8(b) allows one to choose V' such that for any g € G(f, V)
one has . 5
S <Rl <5
therefore one can use Lemma 7.7 to find s and S such that for any g € G(f, V)
(7.15) and (7.16) are satisfied with P, in place of g. Now to finish the proof it
remains to take n = s/2 and apply Lemma 7.9. ]

We conclude the section by giving an application of Theorem 2.1(b) to
approximation of real numbers by algebraic numbers. Let us recall the def-
initions, dating back to Mahler and Koksma, which constituted the original
motivation for studying the curve (1.3). For a transcendental real number z
and n € N, define

def 7 infinitely many integer polynomials P
wy(z) = supqw € R: o w
of degree < n satisfying |P(z)| < H(P)

and

wir(x) Y sup{weR: . .
" of degree < n satsfying |z — o < H(a)™"~

7 infinitely many real algebraic numbers o }
where H(P) and H(«) are the heights of P and « respectively, that is, H(P)
is the maximum of the absolute values of the coefficients of P and H(«) is
the height of the minimal integer monic polynomial annihilating .. See [Bu,
Chapter 3] or [Sp2, Part II] for a detailed exposition.

Proposition 7.10. Let y be a friendly measure on R. Then for pu-a.e. x one
has wy(x) = wk(z) = n for all n.
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Proof. Note that one has w,(x) > n for all z by the pigeonhole principle. On
the other hand, Khintchine’s transference principle, see [C, Chap. V], shows
that w,(z) < n if and only if the point (1.3) is not very well approximable.
Thus the equality w,(x) = n for u-a.e. x follows from Theorem 2.1(b) and
Lemma 2.2. One can then use the inequalities

wy(x) > w(z) > _ wnl®) for all z,
wp(z) —n+1
see [Bu, Prop. 3.2], [Sp2, Part II, §2] or [Wi], to conclude that w}(z) is also
equal to n for p-a.e. x. O

We remark that Wirsing’s conjecture [Wi], asserting that w}(z) > n for all
x and n, is still open for n > 2.

8. THE OPEN SET CONDITION

In this section we will discuss measures supported on attractors of finite
systems of contracting similarities. The open set condition, defined in §2, was
shown by Hutchinson to be very useful. The following summarizes some of the
results of [H]:

Theorem 8.1. Let {h; = 9,0;+a;: i =1,...,m} be a family of contracting
stmilarity self-maps of R™ satisfying the open set condition, s its similarity
dimension, p the restriction of H® to its attractor K. Then:

(a) 0 < p(K) < oo;

(b) for any measurable A C R",

(8.1) p(A) = oin(hi'(A)):
(c) there ezist constants 0 < A\; < Ag < 00 such that for every y € K

(82) )\1 < inf M < sup M

< < A
0<r<diam(K) T r>0 T8

Remark. In [H], assertion (c) involves limsup, liminf in place of sup,inf
respectively, but the proof given there, see [H, 5.3(1)(b)], in fact yields (8.2).

Let 3 denote the set of all finite words in the alphabet {1,...,m}. Define
for any word w =iy ---iy € X
hw:higo"'ohil
and define a,, € R", 9, € (0,1), ©, € O(n,R) by the equation

h, :y— ay + 0uOu(y)
Set

;= mmin p; .
len lgzgm QZ

We say that a finite subset P of X is a complete prefix set if the corresponding
cylindrical sets form a partition of {1,..., m}N; equivalently, for every w €
{1,..., m}N there is a unique w’ € P that coincides with some initial segment
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of w. It is clear that for any 0 < r < 1, we can find a complete prefix set P so
that for any w € P we have

(83) Omin” S Ow S r.

Proof of Theorem 2.3. Assume, using Theorem 8.1(a), that pu(K) = 1. It
follows from Theorem 8.1(c) that p is D-Federer on R", with D = 3°\y/\;.
Irreducibility of {hy,...,h,,} will now be used to show that u(L£) = 0 for all
proper affine subspaces L. Let k be the smallest number for which
MY sup wu(L) > 0.
dim L=k
Then for any two distinct k-dimensional affine subspaces £, L5, we have
u(L£1NLs) = 0, and hence for any sequence L1, Lo, .. . of distinct k-dimensional

affine subspaces, (U, £;) = >_; u(L;). This implies that
#{L:dim L=k, p(L) > M/2} < o0,
hence there exists £, satisfying
1(Lo) = M.

Applying (8.1) and (2.8) we obtain that u(Ly) is a weighted average of the
numbers p(h;'(Ly)) < M for i = 1,...,m, and hence u(h;'(Ly)) = M for
all 2. By induction

weY = pu(hy'(Ly)) =M.
Therefore
B={h'(Ly):wex}
is finite. For each i, one has h;(B) C B, and, by finiteness of B, h;(B) = B.

This implies that B is invariant under h;, ¢ = 1, ..., m, so by the irreducibility
hypothesis, k = n.

We now define
t(e) = sup u(L®),
c

where the supremum is taken over all affine hyperplanes L.

Lemmas 8.2 and 8.3 below, together with the Federer condition, imply the
existence of C' and « such that p is absolutely (C, «)-decaying on any ball of
radius 1, and hence will complete the proof.

Lemma 8.2. There are positive constants C, «a such that for any € > 0,
t(e) < Ce*

Lemma 8.3. There are constants M,c such that for anyy € K, 0 < r <
1, € >0, and any affine hyperplane L, we have

) w(B(y,cr)).

The following technical result, which will be crucial for proving the lemmas,
shows why the open set condition is so useful. This idea for putting the open
set condition to use is due to Hutchinson.

€

p(L£7) N B(y,r)) < Mt (

Omin
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Lemma 8.4. There exist a constant M, and a ball B, containing K so that
for any r > 0 and any complete prefiz set P satisfying (8.3), the collection

fP:{hw(Bl)wGP}
s an open cover of K, and no point in R™ is in more than M, elements of Fp.

Proof. Let U C R™ be an open set as in the open set condition, y € U and
By = B(y,ry) C U. Take B; = B(y,r) with r; > ry large enough so that
K C By.

It follows easily from (2.7) that for any complete prefix set P,

K =[] h,(K).

Since K C By, Fp is an open cover of K.
Suppose now that for some Py C P and some y € R” we have

(8.4) ye [ hu(B).
wePy
By (8.3), for any w € P, the radius of the ball h,(B;) is at most rr; and the
radius of h,,(By) is at least gmin7ro. It is also clear from the open set condition
that for any complete prefix set, {h,,(By) : w € P} are disjoint.
In other words, if (8.4) holds, the ball of radius 2rr; around y contains #F
disjoint balls of radius gminr7r9. By considering the volumes of these balls,

Mld:ef< 21 ) > 4P, . O

OminT0

Proof of Lemma 8.2. Using an easy compactness argument, from the fact that
 is nonplanar we obtain that ¢(¢) — 0 as ¢ — 0.
We will show below that for M; as in Lemma 8.4,

(8.5) Je¢ > 1such that Ve >0, t(e?) < Mit(ce)?.

Assuming this we obtain by induction for / =1,2,.. .,

0
(8.6) #(e¥) < M ~4(car1e)?
Choose § so that t(c?0) < ﬁ, let @ = 2‘1‘1’(?;5‘, and assume with no loss of

generality that M; > 1 > §. Suppose first that ¢ < §, choose £ so that
62" < & < 62 and apply (8.6) with § instead of . Then
t(e) < 9 25 = g0

Now choosing C' > 1 big enough so that C'6* > 1 we obtain the conclusion
of the lemma for all £ > 0.

It remains to prove (8.5). Recall that for any measurable A C R", the
measure H* satisfies H*(h(A)) = ¢*H*(A) for h as in (2.6), and hence

weY = p(h,(ANK)) = o} u(A).
Let P be a complete prefix set for » = ¢ as in Lemma 8.4, so

wGP — 5QminSQwS5-
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Also, take B; to be a ball of radius r; and M; as in that lemma. Let
; def

P {we Pihy,(K)N L) £ o),
Since P is a complete prefix set,

KnLE) = | [hy(K) N L],
weP!

It is also clear that

Uh CEC&)

weP!

for ¢ % 7, + 1. Since no point is in more than M; of the hy, (K), we have that
1(ce) 2 (L) 2 p( | ha(K))

weP’
(8.7) 1 o 1
> = -
> 5 Y u(hy(K)) i > o,
weEP! weP!
Hence
p(LE) <Y b (K) N LEY) =) 7 glu(, ' (£47))
weP! weP!
()T a
Omin weP!
(8.7)
< Mlt ( ) t(C 8)
len
Taking the supremum over £ we obtain (8.5), with ¢ & max(, -1-). O

min

Proof of Lemma 8.3. We employ a strategy similar to the one used to prove
(8.5). Let B(y,r) be arbitrary with < 1. Let P be a complete prefix set as
in Lemma 8.4, so (8.3) holds for every w € P, and let

P'Y {weP:h,(K)nBy,r) # o).
As before,
KN B(y,r) c | hul

weP!
and arguing as in the proof of (8.7) one has

(8.8) > 0, < Mip(B(y,cr)).
weP!
Thus for any affine hyperplane L,

u(ﬁ(re) N B(y,r)) < Z M(h (K) ﬂﬁ(ra Z Qw,u E(” ))

weP! weP!

(88)t( c )Ml,u(B(y,c'r)). 0 0

Omin

IN;
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9. PRODUCTS OF FRIENDLY MEASURES

In this section we prove Theorem 2.4, that is, show that the classes of friendly
(resp., absolutely decaying and Federer) measures are stable under Cartesian
products.

Lemma 9.1. For i = 1,2, let p; be D;-Federer measures on open U; C R,
and consider pp = g X g on U = Uy x Uy C R, n=ny + ny. Then:

(a) If each p; is absolutely (C;, a;)-decaying on U;, then p is absolutely
(C, av)-decaying on U for some C > 0 and o = min(ay, o).
(b) If each p; is (Cy, o;)-decaying on U;, then u is (C,a')-decaying on U

for some C >0 and o = 2122,
ai1toa2

Proof. For y € R"* we write y = (y1,y2) with y; € R%. Let B = B(y,r)
be a ball contained in U, where y € supp u, let £ be an affine hyperplane,
and let ¢ > 0. For both parts of the Lemma, our goal is to find an upper
estimate for (B N £®)). First let us describe the argument informally. Call
a set of the form R™ X {x,} a ‘slice’. By exchanging the factors if necessary,

the intersection of £¢) with each slice is a set of the form £ x {x2} where
Ly, is an appropriate affine hyperplane in R™ (depending on the slice) and ¢
is at most v/2. Thus, if y; is absolutely decaying, the measure of each such
intersection is small, and (a) follows. If one assumes only that y; is decaying,
then the measures of such intersections will be small provided the slice contains
points in the support of i; which are far away from £;. That this holds for
most slices follows from the assumption that s is decaying and the fact that
SUPD {4 = SUPP {1 X SUPP fip.

We now proceed with the details. Assume that B N L) # &, otherwise
there is nothing to prove. Replacing p with a translate if necessary, let us
assume that 0 € £. Then we can write

(9.1) L={x€eR": (x,u) =0},

where u = (uy, up) is a unit vector. Assume with no loss of generality that
||uz|] < ||uy|], so that

1
9.2 wll < — <|luql].
02 ol < 5 < ]

For x = (x31,X2), we define s(x) to be the point in the intersection of £ with
the slice R™ x {xs} closest to x. This point is given by the formula

(9-3) s(x) = (s1(x2),%2), where s1(x) « _%

u; € R™ y
i.e. it is the intersection of £ with the line passing through x in the direction
of uy.

For fixed x,, let us also denote by Ly, the affine hyperplane of R* passing
through s;(x3) and orthogonal to u;, or, equivalently, the affine hyperplane in
R™ obtained by intersecting £ with the slice R™ +x5. Also let dy, : R"* — R,
stand for the distance from L, in R*. See Figure 4.
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FIGURE 4. d. and d,,

up

u = (u,uy)

Clearly one has

1 _ _ def U
dy, (x1) = mdg(x) = |(x1 — s1(x2), )|, where @i; = m

Since s(x) € L, one has
BNLY ={x€B:|(x—s(x),u)| <e}
(9.4) = {(x1,%2) € B : [(x1 — s1(x2), u1)| < &}
C X ¥ {(x1,%2) € By x By : dy,(x1) < V261,

where B; = B(y;,r) C U; is the corresponding ball in R".
Applying the absolute decay property to ju;, we obtain that for any x,,

11 ({x1 € By 1 dy,(x1) < \/55}) <c (@)al <o (E)a

9.5
(5:5) 1 (B1)
where 03 = 204/201'

We can now estimate p(X) by disintegrating into slices parallel to R™ to
obtain:

u(X) < Gy (2) m(Bua(Ba) = Gy (2) By x By).

Since B, x By C B(y,V/2r), we can use Federer to find a constant C such
that o\ a
uBNLO) < p(X) < C(2) u(B),
T

whence (2.5).
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To prove (b), note that by (9.1) we have d.(x) = |(x,u)|. Let x' = (x],x}) €
B N supp i such that

(9.6) (', w)| = dc(x') > ldcll,5/2;

since x| € supp 1 N By, by the decaying property for p; we have
(9.7)

1 ({x1 € By : |dy,(x1)| < \/5&‘}) € o € *
<C(——) <o (—07) .
p1(Bu) s |l 1,3, |dx, (x7)]
On the other hand, let us consider the function D : R — R defined by

def 1
= ey (%)) = e (%], %)
[y ]
By (9.6) and since x!, € supp o N By, one has
2

/ ]' / /
[1Dl|s,8, > D(x5) = mdc(X) > de(x') > [ldelln,B/2 -

Thus, by the decaying property of us, for every n > 0,

p2 ({x2 € By : D(x2) < n}) n 2
) W(Bs) < (jadls)

D(x2)

u,B
def
where C; = 2%2(5. Set
n et (e, p)me
We have
X C{(x1,%x2) € X :dy,(x}) > n}U{(x1,%X2) € By X By : D(x2) < n}.
Putting together (9.7) and (9.8) we obtain:

!

sc"( ¢ )M(leBQ)

||d£| u,B

g (a4
<C’ ( ) n(B),
lclhs) &

proving (b). d

Proof of Theorem 2.4. By induction, it suffices to consider the case k = 2, and
it is easy to verify that the product of two nonplanar (resp., Federer) measures
is also nonplanar (resp., Federer). The rest follows from Lemma 9.1. Il

10. CONCLUDING REMARKS AND OPEN QUESTIONS

There are many intriguing questions about diophantine properties of mea-
sures; concerning some of them we have partial results or ideas how to proceed,
about others we know very little.
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10.1. Khintchine’s theorem. For a decreasing function ¢ : Z, — R, say
that y € R" is ¥-approrimable if there are infinitely many p € Z", q € Z,
satisfying
lgy —pll < ¥(q)-
A classical theorem of Khintchine (see [Kh1] or [C, Chapter VII]) character-
izes those 1 for which Lebesgue-a.e. y € R" is i-approximable, the condition
being that

(10.1) D W =oc.

g=1
If this criterion fails, then Lebesgue a.e. y € R" is not y-approximable. For

example, by taking ¥ (q) = ¢~ (= one gets that Lebesgue-a.e. y € R” is not
very well approximable.

Question 10.1. Suppose we are given a decreasing function ¢ : Z, — R and
a friendly measure on R™.

(a) Is it true that either the set of 1¥-approzimable points or its complement
has measure 07

(b) Does a necessary and sufficient condition for almost all (with respect to
the given measure) points to be -approrimable coincide with (10.1)%

We remark that given any measure g on R*, both answers are affirmative
for Lebesgue-a.e. translation of p.

Note that even for volume measures on proper nondegenerate submanifolds
this problem is still open (see [BD, Chapter 2] for history and references),
although there exist definite results [BKM, Be, BBKM] for a dual (linear form)
setting. Some partial results for fractal measures are contained in [W1, W2].
For example, it is proved there that p-a.e. y € R is not ¢-approximable when
4 is the Hausdorff measure on Cantor’s ternary set and the sum

(10.2) > (@)

log 2
log 3
whether the convergence of (10.2) can be replaced by the weaker condition
Zq ¥(q) < oo, or, alternatively, whether p-a.e. y is 1-approximable when the

series (10.2) diverges.

is finite (here o = is the Hausdorff dimension of x). However it is not clear

10.2. Badly approximable vectors. Our next question is the analogue of
results of V. Jarnik and W. Schmidt. Say that y € R" is badly approrimable
if there exists € > 0 such that for every p € Z", q € Z, one has

19
||qy—p|| > m

It was proved by Schmidt [Sch1] (and earlier by Jarnik [J] for n = 1) that badly
approximable vectors form a set of full Hausdorff dimension in R”. One can
ask whether a similar statement is true for the support of a friendly measure.
Even the following more modest question is completely open:
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Question 10.2. Is there at least one badly approrimable vector in the support
of every friendly measure?

We remark that even for volume measures on nondegenerate manifolds it
seems that nothing is known about Question 10.2.
In a forthcoming paper [KW] the first and third named authors show:

Theorem 10.3. Let K be the attractor of a finite irreducible family of con-
tracting stmilarity self-maps of R™ satisfying the open set condition. Then the
Hausdorff dimension of the intersection of K with the set of badly approzimable
vectors s the same as the Hausdorff dimension of K.

The one-dimensional case can be dealt with using Newhouse thickness [PT,
§4.2]; we thank Y. Peres for pointing this out to us. S. Velani has also com-
municated to us results of this nature.

10.3. Singular vectors. Recall that y € R” is called singular if for every
g > 0 there exists (Jy such that

VQ > Qo dp €Z" and q € Z, with ¢ < ) and ||qy—p||§ﬁ.

It is easy to see that Lebesgue-a.e. y € R” is not singular, and that y € R is
singular if and only if y € QQ; however for n > 1 one can construct plenty of
nontrivial singular vectors, see [Kh2] or [C, Chapter V].

Note that it was observed by Dani [D1] that y is singular if and only if a
certain one-parameter trajectory of 7(y) € G/I" is divergent. This makes it
possible to deduce the following result from Theorem 4.3 (details to appear in
[KW]):

Theorem 10.4. If i is a friendly measure on R™, then p-a.e. y is not singular.

10.4. Other natural measures and strong extremality. We suspect that
many more natural examples of nonplanar measures are strongly extremal. In
this spirit, we propose the following two concrete conjectures:

Conjecture 10.5. Suppose {h; : R* — R, i =1,...,m} is an irreducible
system of real analytic contractions (that is, there is o < 1 such that for
every 1 and every x,y € R*, |h;(x) — h;(y)|| < ol|x — y||), and suppose that
D1, - .-, Pm are positive with Y p; = 1. Let p be a measure on R" satisfying

n= Z pi(hi) ..

Then p is strongly extremal.
The following special case is already interesting:

Conjecture 10.6. Suppose {h; : R* — R, i =1,...,m} is an irreducible
system of conformal contractions satisfying the open set condition, let K be
their attractor, let s be the Hausdorff dimension of K, and let pu be the restric-
tion of H® to K. Then u is strongly extremal.
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10.5. Not-so-friendly measures. A measure y is friendly if it is Federer,
nonplanar, and decaying. It is interesting to ask to what extent these condi-
tions can be relaxed without sacrificing strong extremality of p. One direction
is to take the non-uniform version of the above conditions as in §6.

By considering Lebesgue measures on proper rational affine subspaces of
R™ it is clear that in general the nonplanarity condition cannot be dropped.
On the other hand, given an affine subspace £ of R", the paper [K2] exhibits
necessary and sufficient conditions, involving coefficients of affine functions
parametrizing £, for the (strong) extremality of £. In fact, it is proved there
that £ is (strongly) extremal if and only if it contains at least one not very
well (multiplicatively) approximable point. It is also proved in that paper that
(strong) extremality of £ implies the same for any smooth submanifold of £
which is nondegenerate in L.

It seems plausible that decaying and Federer measures supported on proper
affine subspaces of R* exhibit similar behavior. Namely, we believe that it
is possible to show the following: suppose L is an extremal (resp., strongly
extremal) affine subspace of R", and p is a Federer and decaying measure on
L with the property that u(L') = 0 for any proper affine subspace L' of L, then
i is also extremal (resp., strongly ertremal).

We do not know whether the Federer assumption can be lifted in general.
If 1 is assumed to be absolutely decaying and nonplanar, we believe that
it is possible to deduce that u is strongly extremal without any additional
assumptions, by proving a variant of Theorem 4.3. In the statement of this
modified theorem, the assumption that yu is Federer is replaced by an additional
assumption on the function A, namely that there exists C' such that for every
VeW, pae. x € X and every r > 0,

16y © bl B(z,3r)

<C.

16v © All,s, B

10.6. Diophantine approximation over Q,. The methods of [KM] and the
present, paper also have applications to metric diophantine approximation over
non-Archimedean fields. For example, one can translate diophantine properties
of an n-tuple of p-adic numbers into dynamical properties of a certain orbit
in the space of lattices (which in this case are Z[%]—modules) in (R x Q,)"*,
and then prove a generalization of Theorem 4.3 which can be applied to maps
from Besicovitch metric spaces into GLy, 1 (R) X GL,,4+1(Q,). As a consequence,
one obtains a strong (multiplicative) version of Sprindzuk’s solution to the p-
adic analogue of Mahler’s conjecture [Spl], and, more generally, the strong
extremality of a wide variety of measures on Qf, including volume measures
on smooth nondegenerate p-adic manifolds. Details to appear in a forthcoming
work [KT] of G. Tomanov and the first named author.
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